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PSYCHOLOGY AND SCIENTIFIC METHODS 195 

A Text-hoole of Experimental Psychology. (With Laboratory Exercises.) 

Charles S. Meyers. Second Edition. 2 volumes. New York: 

Longmanns, Green, and Co. 1911. 

The first glance at the second edition of this useful book reveals a 
striking improvement in general appearance, in binding, quality of paper, 
and in other details that go far toward making a book agreeably received. 
Erom the point of view of content, the references at the chapter ends have 
been brought up to date and the following changes have been made in the 
text. 

In chapter two (Cutaneous and Visceral Sensations) the recent work 
of Head and Rivers is amplified, and Head's assumption of the existence of 
two differently distributed systems of peripheral nerves underlying the 
two systems of cutaneous sensibility gives way to the suggestion of a 
single physiological system dissociated into separate psychological systems. 
The paragraph on " The Specific Nature of Pain Sensations " is omitted. 
To chapters three and four (Auditory Sensations) are added a paragraph 
on vowel quality of tones and two on consonant intervals and fusion. 
From chapter five is omitted the section on " Nervous Connections of the 
Motor and Labyrinthine Sensory Apparatus." Hering's colored diagrams, 
showing the relation between the pairs of antagonistic colors, are added 
to the chapters on " Visual Sensations." Chapters twelve and thirteen, 
on " Memory," remain unchanged except for the inclusion of the " method 
of reconstruction." Various parts of these chapters remain obscure to the 
average student, but this difficulty largely inheres in the nature of the 
material itself. Chapter sixteen, " On Weight," is recaptioned " On Mus- 
cular Effort," and supplemented by recent work on ocular movements. 
The chapter on " Local Signature " contains a new section dealing with 
" Autokinetic Sensations," and in the chapter on " Experiences of Iden- 
tity and Difference " appears a paragraph on " The Influence of the Sen- 
sory Cortex." The chapter on " Feeling " now precedes that on " Atten- 
tion " and is supplemented by a statement of the effects of thalamic lesion. 
A final new chapter on " Thought and Volition " gives a brief view of the 
recent experimental investigations of imageless thought, the conative ex- 
perience sui generis, determining tendencies and attitudes of conscious- 
ness, chiefly from the point of view of method. 

Volume two, of one hundred and seven pages, contains the laboratory 
exercises. The manual is inadequate as a guide in the hands of the be- 
ginning student, since it lacks sufficient prescription of method and de- 
tailed procedure. It will serve better as a manual of suggestions to the 
instructor, who, unless he can work personally and continuously with each 
pair of students or satisfactorily rehearse the experiment in a preliminary 
way before the class as a whole, must work out his own outline in detail. 
For suggestions toward the contents of such an outline the manual is very 
useful in the fields covered. The reviewer regrets that the publishers have 
announced that the two volumes will not be sold separately. 

h. l. hollingworth. 
Columbia University. 



